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Jesus	said	”Come	to	me,	all	you	who	are	weary	and	burdened,	 
and	I	will	give	you	rest.	Take	my	yoke	upon	you	and	learn	 
from	me,	for	I	am	gentle	and	humble	in	heart,	and	you	will	 
find	rest	for	your	souls.	For	my	yoke	is	easy	and	my	burden	is	 
light.”		MaAhew	11:28

Fall
Members Meeting

October 22, 2017
12:45 PM

http://www.churchonthehillboston.org
http://www.churchonthehillboston.org
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A mission for our future: what do we believe God is calling us to do? Our core purpose ~

❖ To be a progressive Christian presence in the city of Boston, a reflection of Swedenborgian theology of service
    and mission, through our commitment to education, social justice, and human rights and the faithful
    stewardship of our financial resources.
❖ To make a difference in the lives of strangers and seekers through our compassion and acceptance by
    transforming them into members of our community who share our common values.
❖ To be a “rock” of stability and support in an uncertain world - a tranquil and peaceful “home away from home”,
    where you are missed when you are absent, and where you can find comfort, healing, strength, hope, and
    constancy when things aren’t going well.

Therefore, we covenant to ~

❖ Show the love, compassion, acceptance, and forgiveness in our common life;
❖ Value the diversity and variety of gifts within our community;
❖ Seek to consciously understand other points of view by listening deeply;
❖ Encourage all to speak and to share our own ideas respectfully as we seek consensus;
❖ Strive to be transparent and honest in our personal interactions, communications, and decision-making;
❖ Welcome and facilitate the participation of all.

New Jerusalem Church
Circa 1845

The foundation of the Boston Society of the New Jerusalem 
(BSNJ) can be traced back to 1784 and the Green Dragon 
Tavern in Boston. It was then and there that admirers of, and 
those interested in learning more about, Emanuel 
Swedenborg first met to hear a lecture on Swedenborg by 
James Glen. In 1818, twelve people, some of whom were 
among the early “Green Dragon Tavern crowd,” organized a 
Swedenborgian Church in the city. Chartered in 1823, the 
Boston Society of the New Jerusalem, Inc. is the first 
Swedenborgian Church established in Massachusetts. 
Members of the Church met at several locations before 
finally settling in 1845 at its present location atop Beacon 
Hill. The location inspired the name by which many today 
know the society: the Church on the Hill (Swedenborgian). 
Through the years, noted BSNJ members include Timothy 
Harrington Carter, publisher, and founder of the Old Corner 
Book Store; Sampson Reed, writer and mentor of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson; Lydia Maria Child, author, social activist 
and abolitionist; Warren Felt Evans, writer and healer; 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH

Theophilus Parsons, dean of Harvard Law School; Otis 
Clapp, apothecary, publisher,  member of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, co-founder of The Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (M.I.T.),  Boston University, and and 
founder of The Home for Little Wanderers; Theophilus P. 
Chandler, architect; Clarence Barron, financier, editor of the 
Wall Street Journal, and president of Dow Jones; George 
James Webb, hymnologist; and The Honorable Malcolm 
Nichols, Mayor of Boston. A beautiful Gothic Revival 
structure served the membership until  the 1960s when it was 
replaced with a new Church building and an eighteen story 
high- rise apartment. Today, the main sanctuary of the 
Church is accessible from Bowdoin Street. The Church has 
also served as a place of worship and gatherings for the local 
Muslim Community and other faith-based communities. The 
Church has organizes and runs many programs to meet the 
needs of the Church community and larger surrounding 
neighborhood. 

Use of the Church facility is offered to human service and 
outreach organizations. 

Ministers
Rev. Colin Leitch 
Rev. Kevin Baxter

Board of Governors:
Douglas Peebles - President
Jenifer Whitmore  - Vice President
Patricia Blakeney - Secretary
Sue McQuarrie - Treasurer
Marvin Gonzalez
Paul Logiudice
Vicki Davis
Ann Klein
Janet Forbes

Music
Carlton Doctor, Minister of Music

Victor Cayres de Mendonca, Organist and Pianist
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Rev. Kevin Baxter/Kevin’s Corner
page 4.

Rev. Colin Leitch 
page 5.

Minister of Music, Mr. Carlton Doctor
page 8.

Fall Workshop Series Part 2.
Anger Management page 15.

Meet Rev. Leah Goodwin and the 
Baxter Family page 9.

Members Meeting
page14.

 

The month of  August ended beautifully on Georges 
Island with 55 people in attendance.  The weather was 
amazing and the island was not overly busy.  Some of  
our group took the free launch to Spectacle Island.  
There was an abundance of  delicious food to please 
everyone. (see pictures on page 7. )

Back to Church Sunday was an incredibly busy yet 
successful day for the church.  The morning began with 
the first of  our three part Fall Workshop Series, “Stress 
Management” with exceptional attendance.   As we 
transitioned into 11:00 am worship and Children’s 
Sunday, the church filled to 99 people. The choir 
returned to the new church season in full force, making 
a joyful noise! Rejoice, Rejoice, Everybody Rejoice! 
Following worship we proceeded to the 12th floor deck 
outside of  the BostonView management office to 
reacquaint with each other and enjoy an assortment of  
light fare. (see pictures on page 6.)

On Thursday evening September 14th,  The  Fifth 
Season Quartet performed a well attended jazz concert.  
(see pictures on page 11. )

October Lectionary readings continue with the 
Gospel of  Matthew; The Authority of  Jesus Questioned, The 
Parable of  the Tenants, The Parable of  the Wedding Banquet, 
Paying Taxes to Caesar,  (Jn 8:31-36) The Children of  
Abraham.

Photo credits: Kevin Baxter, Carlton Doctor

 Love consists in desiring to give what is our own to 
another and feeling his delight as our own.  
                                                      Emanuel Swedenborg

Submissions for the November 
Newsletter should be in no later than 

Sunday October 22nd.. 

BostonView Updates 
page 12. 
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expected purpose or the purposes set forth in the 
bylaws of  the organization.

Over the past four years, the church has sought to 
respond to the misuse of  funds that led to a 
federal raid and prosecution for some in our 
organization. This year’s fiscal approach 
represents a significant change that may challenge 
us as a community. We need to give each other 
the benefit of  the doubt! We can progress only by 
seeking the good of  the church, both within and 
beyond our building’s walls.  

How do we respond when we sense conflict 
burgeoning? We can look outside ourselves, 
personally and institutionally. No person, and 
certainly no religious organization, is an island. 
We have been doing things in unique ways at 
Church on the Hill, but our past is not the only 
resource for future guidance. 

If  we engage in prayer, if  we look to experts, if  we 
look to other churches’ traditions and policies, if  
we look to best practices in various realms, we 
then gain a perspective free from the shackles of  
controversy and the blinders of  our own self-
interest. If  we look both outward and inward, we 
can hold ourselves accountable to what we know 
is right. We can reach out for help! We can be 
good stewards of  what God has given us. 

“Do not,” we hear from Jesus (Matthew 6:19-21), 
“lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

We are about to embark on a challenging journey 
together in the new fiscal year. It will be a 
successful and rewarding journey if  we remember 
to work together for the sake of  goodness and in 
the light of  the Lords love.

   

Kevin’sCorner 
Autumn is upon us! 

The change in season 
bespeaks time’s passage. The 
onward roll of  days brings 
anticipation as well as 
poignancy and even 
trepidation. 

For the church, it is fall budget time. When this 
congregation called Rev. Leitch and me as pastors, the 
Board of  Governors and this congregation identified as 
a people who care about transparency—openness in 
procedure and spirit—and desired to grow toward 
health as a body of  Christ. One of  many ways to 
examine ourselves and our church is to look at our 
finances. To that end, our 2016 books have received an 
audit, and we have employed new financial personnel to 
assist us in moving toward a bright new future.

The Finance Committee is developing a budget for 
presentation to the Board of  Governors and then to the 
members. This work has, frankly, been difficult. A 
church consultant, was asked, “What is a good church 
budget?” he replied, “One that the members of  the 
church can easily understand.” The Finance Committee 
has sought energetically to ensure that expenses fall 
under the correct categories and that the various groups 
within our church have had a chance to submit requests. 
This work should engender a budget that is easy to 
understand, discuss, and approve as a community. 

Our new budget will yield greater transparency and 
direction for our spiritual community, but we must also 
call upon our better angels to assist us in the work 
required to understand and discuss it. As a community, 
we must ask ourselves, “What is our mission and 
purpose?” These two directives are clearly stated in our 
bylaws, but what does it mean, practically speaking, for 
us to implement them? At our “Back to Church 
Sunday” worship service on September 10, Rev. Leitch 
challenged us to be good stewards of  the gifts this 
church has been given—and the budget is a significant 
part of  our stewardship. Good stewardship means using 
the resources we have been given for either their 
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From	Rev.	Colin	Leitch
Equifax is one of  
three large 
companies that 
collect data on 
individuals and sell  
the data to firms 
interested in credit 
worthiness. 
Equifax’s systems 
were recently 
hacked. The 
personal data of  147 million consumers were 
potentially compromised: names, social security 
numbers, birthdates, addresses, drivers license 
numbers.

You may never have heard of  Equifax but they 
may have your personal information and it may 
have been compromised. The data hacked can be 
exploited for years to come. 1984 is finding new 
dimensions all the time.

Equifax waited six weeks to disclose the breach. 
Meantime, three Equifax executives sold stock in 
the company. Equifax is now offering its own 
identity protection services. (!)

The word outrageous won’t do. The English 
language needs to be updated to contend with 
today’s fraud. Keep in mind, Equifax is in the 
business of  judging us.

Are we living in a political society where citizens 
can routinely trust institutions, leaders, 
professionals, the legal system?

You have to answer that question for yourself, and 
live with and live by your answer.

What as Christians should we do? We must 
redouble our efforts to consciously and diligently 
be trustworthy. Know thy self  and don’t 
misrepresent who your are. Be responsible and 
reliable. Do what your say your are going to do. 

You might think that these traits would be found in 
any churchgoer. Were it so.

Be cautious about who you trust. Work hard at 
cultivating and sustaining trustworthy relationships.  
Make trust a priority  and never take trust for 
granted.

Above all, trust God. Spend daily time trusting God 
in prayer and conversation. What you are afraid to 
ask God about yourself, ask?

Putting trust in God  - believing in truth that is not 
your own - will make you more trustworthy and will 
cause you to find trustworthy friends and colleagues. 

Equifax is a sign of  the times. It speaks to the casual 
dishonesty that permeates our society. Everything is 
a sales pitch.

We are called to be part of  something far different. 
In the end, we have only who we have been. Make 
your life count.

Pastor Colin

Bible Study Series 
continues on Wednesdays. 
at 7:00 PM.

Coffee will be available .

Everyone will get several chances to give 
their analysis of the reading.

*No Bible Study on Sept. 27
All Are Welcome!!
Please join us!
Colin
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Back to Church Sunday
2017

On Sunday, September 10, 2017 ~ 99 People were in attendance for 

worship service.  Prior to worship we had the first of  our three part fall 

workshop series “Stress Management” which also had  great attendance.

The greatness of  a community 
is most accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions of  its 
members.
   - Coretta Scott King

I cannot even imagine where I would be today were 
it not for that handful of  friends who have given me 
a heart full of  joy. Let's face it, friends make life a 
lot more fun.
    - Charles R. Swindoll
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Georges Island
2017

On Saturday August  26, 55 friends and members of  the church took a 
boat ride out to the Boston Harbor Islands, and picnicked on Georges Island.
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From the Minister of Music, Mr. Carlton Doctor
Dear Church 
Members,
The Boston Society Of  
The New Jerusalem 
Concert Series opened 
on Thursday, Sept. 14, 
2017 with the amazing 
musicians of  The Fifth 
Season Quartet.  The 
special guest artist for 
the evening was the 

superb saxophonist Jerry Bergonzi.  These musicians 
delighted the audience with their enthusiastic 
interpretations of  many popular jazz standards as 
well as a few new jazz compositions.  The concert 
opened with “Out OF The Obituary” by Plamen 
Karadonev, a composition that was exciting because 
of  the sequential entrances of  the piano, saxophone 
and bass.  The next selection was Victor Young’s 
“Stella By Starlight”.  One of  the most popular 
standards, it has been recorded by Harry James, 
Frank Sinatra, Charlie Parker and others.  The rest of 
the concert was rounded by with “Lover Man”, 
“Make Someone Happy”, “Corcovado” and “Saint 
Vitus Dance.”
 Jazz had its birth in New Orleans, Louisiana among 
the African-American community and employs 
difficult rhythms, interesting chords and 
improvisation.  On Thursday night the musicians 
were able to translate the true meaning of  this music 
to the audience.  This was evident by the enthusiastic 
applause that followed each improvised solo. 
This month the music committee and I invite you to 
join us in taking a closer look at “Abide With Me” on 
page 231 in our Swedenborgian hymnal.  This hymn 
was chosen because, on the survey that Lisa Hadley 
conducted last year, it was in the top five of  your list 
of  most favorite hymns.  The lyrics:
"Abide with Me! Fast Falls the Eventide"
1. Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
Help of  the helpless, oh, abide with me!

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see.
O Thou, who changest not, abide with me!
3. I need Thy presence every passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the Tempter's power?
Who like Thyself  my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me!
4. I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if  Thou abide with me.
5. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows 
flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!
This hymn was written by Henry Francis Lyte 
(1793-1847).  “The hymn is a prayer for God to 
remain present with the speaker throughout life, 
through trials, and through death. The opening line 
alludes to Luke 24:29, "Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent", and the penultimate 
verse draws on text from 1 Corinthians 15:55, "O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?"   
“Abide with me was hugely popular in the trenches of 
the First World War, and was sung by Nurse Edith 
Cavell the night before the Germans shot her for 
helping British soldiers to escape from occupied 
Belgium.
A great favorite of  the Royal Family, it was played at 
the weddings of  the future George VI to Elizabeth 
Bowes-Lyon and their daughter Elizabeth to Prince 
Philip.”  

Respectfully,

Carlton Doctor
Minister of  Music

“Music is the divine way to tell beautiful, poetic things to the 
heart.” (Pablo Casals)

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Luke#24:29
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Luke#24:29
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/1_Corinthians#15:55
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/1_Corinthians#15:55
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In August, Rev. Baxter’s family moved from Lake 
George, New York, to Hopkinton, Massachusetts.  
While some of  you have had the chance to meet Leah 
and the kids over the past year, we felt it would be 
good to officially welcome them in our newsletter.  

Rev. Leah Grace Goodwin was ordained in Hanson, 
MA, by the American Baptist Church.  She holds an 
undergraduate degree from the University of  
Chicago and a Master of  Divinity from Harvard 
Divinity School.  She has pastored several Baptist 
churches, preached and pastored to a Presbyterian 
congregation, and served as a ministry intern and 
director of  parish ministry at the Cambridge Society 
of  the New Jerusalem.  She is currently self-employed 
as an editor and proofreader for a diverse set of  print 
and online clients; in addition, she plans to return to 
active ministry shortly.

Ephraim is nine (almost ten) years old. While he has 
some difficulty in interpersonal relationship due to 
autism, he is a friendly, intelligent, and gentle soul.  

He adores and knows much about trains (fictional and 
historical), Sonic the Hedgehog, Nintendo, and the 
vagaries of  the universe. He is a wise child who just 
needs a bit of  drawing out.

Magdalen (Maudie) is six years old and loves to sing, 
dance, and play with her dolls. Constructing 
wondrous things from scrap materials is a favorite 
pastime. While often shy, once Miss Maudie knows a 
persona bit, she will very likely entertain them with 
one performance or another.

Two cats, St. John the Thrice Great and Jebediah 
Urbana, also occupy our household. Both elderly 
rescues, they are unique as only cats can be; St. John 
is black with silver tracings and is our “lap cat,” while 
Jeb is a giant marmalade tuxedo-bibbed boy who 
asserts his turf  and loves his kibble.

The Goodwin & Baxter clan is delighted to be back in 
the Boston area!

Rev. Leah with her children Maudie and Ephram
at Georges Island
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Columbus Day Parade Sunday October 8 at 
1:00 pm, North End.

Pumpkin Float, Friday October 20th 5:00 - 
8:00 pm. Frog Pond.

Head of  the Charles Regatta, Sat. & Sun. 
October 21st & 22nd.

October Events
Please see the Church Calendar on the back page for church events.

UU Urban Ministry, Mass 
Humanities, and First Parish Bedford 

Present:
"Passage at St. 

Augustine"
The Story of a 1964 Black Lives Matter 
Movement that transformed America

Documentary Film Screening and 
Discussion

Sunday, October 15, 4pm 
UU Urban Ministry, 10 Putnam Street 

Roxbury 02119
This compelling documentary film tells the story of 
the violent and bloody civil rights campaign in deeply 
segregated St. Augustine, Florida that led to the 
passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. Following the 
screening, filmmaker Clennon L. King and activist 
Mimi Jones will lead a discussion on civic 
engagement, race issues, and maintaining hope. All 
are welcome.

Family Events at the Lawn on D
v Sunday October 1st “Kids Really Rock” Kids Really 

Rock is a free all-day family festival that brings 
together the country’s top family bands for a 
fantastic day of  dancing, music and hands-on art 
activities.

v Saturday October 28th,  Join us for the last special 
family event of  the season, complete with 
Halloween-themed activities for all ages, live music, 
and more! 
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The first concert of  our 2017-2018 
Concert Series took place on 
Thursday September 14th with The 
Fifth Season Quartet led by 
Plamen Karadonev (pianist & 
accorianist) Elana Karadonev 
(vocals), Dave Fox (drums), and Max 
Ridley (bass).
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Happy Birthday Valerie D.             4th
Happy Birthday Janet F.                4th
Happy Birthday Ephraim                27th

The second Sunday of each 
month, October 8th this month 
will be especially accommodating 
to children. We will have activities 
and lessons available as well as  
qualified leaders overseeing the 
program.
 
We encourage you to bring the 
young people in your life to 
participate in our growing 
community! 

Sunday
October 8th, 2017

For obvious reasons, pets must be 
socialized, tethered, leashed etc..

Your cat, dog, turtle, fish, bird... Blessings 
for all creatures big and small!

When autumn darkness falls, what we will remember are the small acts of  kindness: a cake, a hug, an invitation 
to talk, and every single rose. These are all expressions of  a nation coming together and caring about its people.
     - Jens Stoltenberg
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without a functional kitchen and a beautiful roof  
deck.  It was decided to utilize the space as the 
management office.  BostonView is currently doing a 
feasibility study on repurposing the space as part  
management office and the remaining space a 
common area that could be reserved/rented for 
private events. 

Vacancy: Currently there are no vacant units in the 
building and one unit available for rent for 
11/1/2017.

The next board meeting is scheduled for October 
18th at 5pm in the leasing office (1201). All are 
welcome to attend.

UpDates
Jenifer Whitmore, President

Craig Williams, Secretary
Carlton Doctor, Director

	Exterior Doors:  The new front doors have been 
installed with upgraded brass hardware.  They look 
great. We are just waiting on the brass kick plates and 
some finishing work as well as trim (which is being 
milled in Georgia). 

Renovations:  Apartment 903 has been completely 
rehabbed with some construction changes as well.  
All new floors, cabinetry, granite counters, lighting, 
ventilation, appliances and bathroom.

Big Splash, Small Bash:  The last resident roof  
deck party for 2017 was September 14. 
Unfortunately it began to pour, so a handful of  us 
took refuge in the BostonView office for a short 
while.  Eventually we returned to the roof  and many 
residents would trickle up through the evening.   

Laundry Facility:  Sean (building manager) has 
been renegotiating our contract with the laundry 
vendor.   With this, we will be switching out all of  the 
equipment with larger more efficient machines.  The 
revenue stream will increase and the vendor will 
contribute to enhancements to the laundry facility. 
With the new equipment residents will be able to see 
which machines are available from their cell phones 
as well as be notified when their washing and drying 
is complete.

Repurposing  unit 1201:  The back story;  Many 
years ago four apartments on the twelfth floor were 
turned into one large unit to  accommodate a foreign 
university that needed Boston office space.  When the 
university moved out in 2012 two apartments were 
reclaimed, a one bedroom and a two bedroom.  
Leaving a space equal to one and a half  apartments 

Nothing Gold Can Stay
Robert Frost

Nature's first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf's a flower; 

But only so an hour.
Then leaf  subsides to leaf,

So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day

Nothing gold can stay. 

The new BostonView and church doors.



NEWSLETTER OF THE BOSTON CHURCH OF THE NEW JERUSALEM

14

 IMPORTANT
NOTICE

BSNJ, INC.
ANNUAL FALL

MEMBERS MEETING
SUNDAY OCTOBER 22ND, 2017

12:45 PM
140 Bowdoin Street ~ Beacon Hill

Boston, MA  02108

The primary order of business at this meeting will be to pass the 
2018 budget as approved by the Board of Governors and to vote in 

vacancies on the BostonView Board of Directors. 

To have a comprehensive understanding of the budget prior to the 
members meeting, all are invited to Chat with the Treasurer

Wednesday October 18, 2017
1:00 PM.
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2017 Fall Workshop Series 

Stress, Anger, Communications

Joe Pereira,LICSW, CAS
Outlook Associates

of New England

September 10, October 1, November 12, 2017
10:00 AM
Church on the Hill
140 Bowdoin Street ~ Beacon Hill
Boston, MA  02108
617-523-4575

STRESS MANAGEMENT
Sunday September 10, 2017

10:00 AM

  ANGER MANAGEMENT
Sunday October 15, 2017

10:00 AM

  EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATIONS
   Sunday November 12, 2017

10:00 AM

The Boston Church of the New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian) 
Steve Dyson and Doug Peebles, as moderators invite you to attend three part 
seminar with Joseph Pereira of Outlook Associates of New England.

This workshop will provide vital information 
about stress and distress and the impact of  stress 
on one's emotional and physical well-being. It 
will also explore stress reduction techniques in-
cluding a couple of  simple relaxation exercises.

Good communication is useful in establishing and maintaining 
positive relationships with others. This workshop will provide some 
useful skills to improve one's ability to communicate with others.

Anger is an emotional state that can range from mild irritation to 
overwhelming rage and is a response to events which can be in-
terpreted through a set of  unrealistic expectations. The program 
will introduce specific anger regulation techniques that a person 
can use to develop a range of  choices when experiencing feelings 
of  anger.

October

15
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A Lesson in Faith - 
The Charles Brondin Story

The amazing story of  Charles Blondin, a famous 
French tightrope walker, is a wonderful illustration of  
what true faith is.

Blondin's greatest fame came on September 14, 1860, 
when he became the first person to cross a tightrope 
stretched 11,000 feet (over a quarter of  a mile) across 
the mighty Niagara Falls. People from both Canada 
and America came from miles away to see this great 
feat.

He walked across, 160 feet above the falls, several 
times... each time with a different daring feat - once in 
a sack, on stilts, on a bicycle, in the dark, and 
blindfolded. One time he even carried a stove and 
cooked an omelet in the middle of  the rope!

A large crowd gathered and the buzz of  excitement 
ran along both sides of  the river bank. The crowd 
“Oohed and Aahed!” as Blondin carefully walked 
across - one dangerous step after another - pushing a 
wheelbarrow holding a sack of  potatoes.

Then at one point, he asked for the participation of  a 
volunteer. Upon reaching the other side, the crowd's 
applause was louder than the roar of  the falls!

Blondin suddenly stopped and addressed his audience: 
"Do you believe I can carry a person across in this 
wheelbarrow?"

The crowd enthusiastically yelled, "Yes! You are the 
greatest tightrope walker in the world. We believe!"

"Okay," said Blondin, "Who wants to get into the 
wheelbarrow."

As far as the Blondin story goes, no one did at the 
time!

This unique story illustrates a real life picture of  what 
faith actually is. The crowd watched these daring feats. 
They said they believed. But... their actions proved 
they truly did not believe.

Similarly, it is one thing for us to say we believe in 
God. However, it's true faith when we believe God and 
put our faith and trust in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Note: In August of  1859, Blondin's manager, Harry 
Colcord, did ride on Blondin's back across the Falls.

Optimism is the faith that leads to 
achievement. Nothing can be done 
without hope and confidence.
	 	
	 	 Helen Keller
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Guest Speaker October 29, 2017
Rabbi Barbara Penzner
Sunday Morning Worship

Rabbi Barbara 
Penzner has 
served Temple 
Hillel B’nai 
Torah, a 
Reconstructionist 
synagogue in 
West Roxbury, 
MA since 1995. 
She is a past 
President of  the 
Massachusetts 
Board of  Rabbis 

and of  the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
Association, the national association of  
Reconstructionist rabbis. 

She also is the co-chair of  the New England Jewish 
Labor Committee and leads their annual Labor 
Seder in Boston. 

In 2011, Rabbi Penzner was honored as a 
Rabbinic Human Rights Hero by Rabbis for 
Human Rights—North America for her leadership 
in the campaign on behalf  of  Hyatt Hotel workers 
who were summarily fired from 3 Boston hotels in 
2009.

Rabbi Penzner has been published in The Women’s 
Torah Commentary, The Guide to Jewish Practices, and 
The New Jewish Feminism, and her sermons were 
published several times in Living Words, an 
anthology of  the best sermons of  the year.

Rabbi Penzner is married to Brian Rosman, an 
advocate for health care reform, and the mother of 
Aviva, a graduate of  the University of  Chicago, 
and Yonah, a graduate of  Temple University.

Hospitality on the Hill

September was a very busy month for Oasis Monday 
night dinners. We started the month on Labor 
Monday with a fiesta garden vegetable pasta salad 
with grilled chicken. Jenifer, Mike and Craig 
prepared the meal in a collaborative way on Sunday 
afternoon in preparation for the Monday holiday 
meal. It was colorful, nourishing and warmly 
received! We had a full room for the holiday meal! 
The second Monday we had Emily Sugg's crew with 
their always loved, home style baked chicken batch 
cooked by various congregants homes of  St 
John's ,Westwood,.The third Monday was provided 
by Oasis, but prepared by Cynthia Johnson and her 
crew. They provide the popular meatball subs and 
beautiful garden salad that everyone anticipates! 
Long time volunteer, Theresa Raso & crew from St 
Joseph's brought with them their good cheer & 
famous hotdogs and beans. The following week  we 
closed out the month with our Oasis crew cooking 
the biggest dinner of  the month serving close to 300 
plates of  chicken piccata, caesar salad, broad noodles 
and rolls. Our Oasis community dinner serves 
homeless, elderly, working poor, newly settled and 
students alike. All are welcome to our very full, very 
welcoming homestyle dinners every Monday 52 
weeks a year. Please join us.

In addition our book group is actively reading, 
sharing and discussing books every Tuesday at 
lunchtime. All are welcome to join our dynamic, 
interesting, always endearing and encouraging 
sharing sessions! We have finished Dennis Lehane’s, 
Shutter Island and have watched the movie. We have 
completed Ken Follet's, Pillars of  the Earth and are 
still discussing it. We have also watched the 8 part 

mini series based on the book. 

Currently we are reading, the 
follow up book, World Without 
End in the Kingsbridge series. All 
are welcome and we'd love for 
you to join us.
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Sunday Oct. 1 10:00 AM World Communion Sunday

Wednesday Oct. 4 1:30 PM Annual Homeless Memorial Committee Meeting

Thursday Oct. 5 11:00 AM Senior Outing/Cracker Barrel

Sunday Oct. 8 10:00 AM First Membership Class

Sunday Oct. 8 11:00 AM Blessing of the Animals/Children’s Sunday

Monday Oct. 9 Office Closed Columbus Day

Saturday Oct. 14 8:00 AM City Reach Retreat (Function Room)

Sunday Oct. 15 10:00 AM Fall Workshop Series Part 2. “Anger Management”

Sunday Oct. 15 12:30 PM Board of Governors Meeting

Wednesday Oct 18 12:00 PM Senior Lunch

Wednesday Oct. 18 1:00 PM Chat with the Treasurer (Q & A, 2018 Budget)

Sunday Oct. 22 10:00 AM Spiritual Growth

Sunday Oct. 22 12:45 PM Annual Fall Members Meeting

Sunday Oct. 29 11:00 AM Special Guest Rabbi Barbara Penzner

Church Calendar Events 2017
All are welcome. Come as you are.

October 2017

Caught sneaking 
in on a 
Saturday?

Can you guess 
who?
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Church Calendar Events 2017
All are welcome. Come as you are.

Carolyn	McLain
Saugus	Care	&	Rehab
266	Lincoln	Ave.
Saugus,	MA		01906

Michael	Latkowitch
Soldiers	Home
Center	Building	3rd	Floor
91	Crest	Ave	
Chelsea,	MA	02150
617-884-5660

Bill	Davis
Cambridge	Rehabilitation	
Nursing	
8	Dana	St.	
Cambridge,	MA		02138

Visits, Cards, Prayers
Our friends below will welcome all visits, cards and prayers.

Al	Cortese
Marion	Manor
130	Dorchester	St.	
Rm.	222
So.	Boston,	MA		02127
617-997-3036

Every Sunday 
11:00 AM Worship

Children’s Sunday
Second Sunday of  every 
Month

Every Monday & 
Thursday the Oasis 
Women’s Group meets
9:00 AM

Every Monday Night is 
the Oasis Monday Night 
Dinner. 5:30 PM

Every Tuesday
Book Club 11:30 AM

Every Tuesday
BSNJ Children’s Choir 
3:45 - 4:45 PM

Every  Wednesday is
Computer Class 
1:00 PM

Every Friday is Friday 
Flix. 1:30 PM

Bible Study continues 
on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 PM.

ON GOING EVENTS

Kevin & Leah
October 28, 2006
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Church on The Hill (Swedenborgian)           
The Boston Society of the New Jerusalem, Inc.

140 Bowdoin Street, Beacon Hill
Boston, MA 02108-2799

Check Out The New Website at 
www.churchonthehillboston.org

“It is my mission to help in the breaking down of classes, and to make 
all men feel as if they were brethren of the same family, sharing the 
same rights, the same capabilities, and the same responsibilities. While 
my hand can hold a pen, I will use it to this end; and while my brain can 
earn a dollar, I will devote it to this end.”  Lydia Maria Child 

Lydia Maria Child (1802-1880)
Member of the Church
Writer, Author, Abolitionist, 
Civil Rights Advocate
Writer of “Over the River”
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Destinations ~ Editor’s Pick

Seaport Common and Seaport 
District

This little niche of  green space in the heart of  the robust 
Seaport District is fast becoming a destination for those 
pursuing healthier living.  Offering various physical 
activities (yoga, boxing, HIIT, )through out the day 
accommodating everybody's schedule.  Additionally, 
every Wednesday from noon until 7:00 PM there is the 
Farmers Market. While in the neighborhood be sure to 
visit the all new  Our Lady of  Good Voyage Church on 
Seaport Boulevard. The beautiful stained glass used to 
make the panels have been repurposed  from the stained 
glass of  Catholic churches that had previously closed.  
Also as mentioned in our last newsletter, is the Lawn on 
D, tucked in on the D St. side of  the Boston Convention 
Center, is an urban oasis that offers adult donut swings 
(seats  2) that illuminate at night and a variety of  lawn 
games and entertainment. 
We like to stop at the TAMO Bistro to order a bag of  
candied bacon to walk around with.

If  you are able, the Harbor Walk is a pleasant way of  
reaching the Seaport District. By MBTA you will want 
to connect to the Silver Line, S1 bus at South Station.


