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Jesus said ”Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
ﬁnd rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.” MaAhew 11:28

“The Early Hurly’s”
oil on canvas by Patrick Anderson, hanging in the BostonView Lobby
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A mission for our future: what do we believe God is calling us to do? Our core purpose ~
❖ To be a progressive Christian presence n the city of Boston, a reflection of Swedenborgian theology of service
and mission, through our commitment to education, social justice, and human rights and the faithful
stewardship of our financial resources.
❖ To make a difference in the lives of strangers and seekers through our compassion and acceptance by
transforming them into members of our community who share our common values.
❖ To be a “rock” of stability and support in an uncertain world - a tranquil and peaceful “home away from home”,
where you are missed when you are absent, and where you can find comfort, healing, strength, hope, and
constancy when things aren’t going well.

Therefore, we covenant to ~
❖ Show the love, compassion, acceptance, and forgiveness in our common life;
❖ Value the diversity and variety of gifts within our community;
❖ Seek to consciously understand other points of view by listening deeply;
❖ Encourage all to speak and to share our own ideas respectfully as we seek consensus;
❖ Strive to be transparent and honest in our personal interactions, communications, and decision-making;
❖ Welcome and facilitate the participation of all.

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
New Jerusalem Church
Circa 1845

Theophilus Parsons, dean of Harvard Law School; Otis
Clapp, apothecary, publisher, member of the Massachusetts
House of Representatives, co-founder of The Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (M.I.T.), Boston University, and and
founder of The Home for Little Wanderers; Theophilus P.
Chandler, architect; Clarence Barron, financier, editor of the
Wall Street Journal, and president of Dow Jones; George
James Webb, hymnologist; and The Honorable Malcolm
Nichols, Mayor of Boston. A beautiful Gothic Revival
structure served the membership until the 1960s when it was
replaced with a new Church building and an eighteen story
high- rise apartment. Today, the main sanctuary of the
Church is accessible from Bowdoin Street. The Church has
also served as a place of worship and gatherings for the local
Muslim Community and other faith-based communities. The
Church has organizes and runs many programs to meet the
needs of the Church community and larger surrounding
neighborhood.

The foundation of the Boston Society of the New Jerusalem
(BSNJ) can be traced back to 1784 and the Green Dragon
Tavern in Boston. It was then and there that admirers of, and
those interested in learning more about, Emanuel
Swedenborg first met to hear a lecture on Swedenborg by
James Glen. In 1818, twelve people, some of whom were
among the early “Green Dragon Tavern crowd,” organized a
Swedenborgian Church in the city. Chartered in 1823, the
Boston Society of the New Jerusalem, Inc. is the first
Swedenborgian Church established in Massachusetts.
Members of the Church met at several locations before
finally settling in 1845 at its present location atop Beacon
Hill. The location inspired the name by which many today
know the society: the Church on the Hill (Swedenborgian).
Through the years, noted BSNJ members include Timothy
Harrington Carter, publisher, and founder of the Old Corner
Book Store; Sampson Reed, writer and mentor of Ralph
Waldo Emerson; Lydia Maria Child, author, social activist
and abolitionist; Warren Felt Evans, writer and healer;

Use of the Church facility is offered to human service and
outreach organizations.
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Whats inside ...
A Pot of Gold!!

March 12 at 2:00
Kevin’s Corner page 4.

May you be poor in
misfortune,
Rich in blessings,
Slow to make enemies,
And quick to make friends.
But rich or poor, quick or
slow,
May you know nothing but
happiness
From this day forward.

Rev. Colin Leitch
page 5.
Senior Blog with Patricia Blakeney
page 9.

Minister of Music, Mr. Carlton Doctor
page 10.
This months recipe “Irish Beef Stew”
page 12 . (Senior Lunch)
And Much More ...
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Like a shoot breaking through the shell of a seed,
this is not easy work. We need to work on breaking
down the hard walls that have been built. We need
to soften ourselves if we are going to have growth.
Plants do this with water (which Swedenborg says
symbolizes truth). The more we can be loving and
truthful to each other, the easier it will be for us all
to blossom.

K e v i n ’s
Corner
Happy March!
As we enter March,
I am reminded that
the warm spell of
late February is
only a break and
there is more winter
to come. And yet, I cannot help but realize that
spring and the Easter season are upon us. The
message of resurrection is a powerful one for our
lives, and also one for our church. As people and as
a church, the Lord calls us to a continual re-creation
as we hopefully grow closer and closer to our God.

Our Lord suffered temptations and death, and
found resurrection. It is a promise for us all. Not
at some later date, but now. The more we can
embrace truth and love in our hearts and live
according to the commandments that God has
given us, the more we feel the embrace of our God.
As always, Rev. Leitch and I are here to minister to
you all and the church itself. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact us. We seek
to have a church that is open, transparent, and
loving, as our Lord has shown us in the scripture.

Swedenborg talks about this re-creation in a deeper
meaning found in the six days of creation. Each of
the days are different stages that move us from
places of infancy to a loving unity with the Lord.
Each of these stages have an evening that leads to
the darkness of night, but then the morning comes.
While we experience this each day, we experience it
in a special way in the spring when the buds and
blossoms sprout.

BEWARE THE IDES OF MARCH
We’ve all heard it uttered, but what does “beware
the Ides of March” actually mean? On the Roman
calendar, the midpoint of every month was know
as the Ides. The Ides of March fell on March 15th.
This day was supposed to correlate with the first
full moon of the year (remember, winter didn’t
count then) and marked by religious ceremonies,
but thanks to Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar we
know it for another reason. Supposedly, in 44 BC,
a seer told Julius Caesar that his downfall would
come no later than the Ides of March. Caesar
ignored him, and when the fated day rolled around
he joked with the seer, “The Ides of March have
come.” The seer replied, “Aye, Caesar; but not
gone.” Caesar continued on to a senate meeting at
the Theatre of Pompey, and was summarily
murdered by as many as 60 conspirators.

We must not forget that the beautiful gardens of
Boston do not appear without work. In the time
when things are lifeless, cold, soggy, and somewhat
barren, things need to be done. The planting of
bulbs and seeds needs to be done before the spring if
we are going to have a beautiful garden. This is true
of each of our spiritual journeys, as well as of the
journey of the re-creation and blossoming of our
church.
Rev. Leitch, the Board of Governors, various
committees, the church staff, and I have been hard at
work to implement the new Bylaws and the values
that are behind them. As a church, we need to
embrace loving, open communication and overcome
the fear and the shadows of the struggles of the past.

- Readers Digest
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Now is the time. The economy is randomly cyclical
and no one really can predict when the
unemployment rate will rise. The best advice we
can offer: get into the labor market now, and let us
help in any way we can.

From Rev. Colin Leitch
After the financial crisis of 2008-2009, the
unemployment rate rose to double digits. It now
stands at 2.8%, its lowest rate since 2000.
Things have changed on the job front. This is a
good time to be looking for work. The Boston
Police Department and the Post Office are
hiring. Numerous entry level positions are
available. The common characteristic required:
reliability.

Good luck and God bless.
Colin

A new term has emerged: “CORI Soft”.
Employment agencies like JVC Career Solution
know who will hire and with what record. More
people are being included.
Being unemployed for years requires an
emotional adjustment. It can be difficult to readjust when work becomes available.
We in the church want to provide support-and
possibly direction – for anyone looking for
work. Pounding the pavement can be one of the
most difficult periods in any life. We are also
looking for intelligence: what works, where to
look, who has found success. Please keep us
informed.

Lenten Bible Study Series begins on Wednesday
March 8th at 7:00 PM. Coffee will be available
and you are invited to bring snacks to share.
The first scripture will be John 2:13-25

There are also educational opportunities
available, some with scholarships. The Franklin
Institute on Berkley Street is a good example.
They educate people for jobs in fields from auto
technicians to computer support. Scholarship
money is available. You can apply on line. The
Franklin Institute works with their students to
find work in their field.

Everyone will get several chances to give their
analysis of the reading.
All Are Welcome!!
Please join us!
Colin

We want to provide whatever support and
encouragement we can as you look for work or
begin school. Please speak to Michael
Bancewicz, Kevin Baxter or myself if you are
looking for work.
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DEAR March, come in!
How glad I am!

DEAR March,
come in!

I looked for you before.
Put down your hat—
You must have walked—
How out of breath you are!
Dear March, how are you?
And the rest?
Did you leave Nature well?
Oh, March, come right upstairs with me,
I have so much to tell!
I got your letter, and the bird’s;
The maples never knew
That you were coming,—I declare,
How red their faces grew!
But, March, forgive me—

Emily Elizabeth Dickinson (December 10,
1830 – May 15, 1886) was an American poet.
Dickinson was born in Amherst, Massachusetts.
Although part of a prominent family with strong
ties to its community, Dickinson lived much of
her life in reclusive isolation. After studying at
the Amherst Academy for seven years in her
youth, she briefly attended the Mount Holyoke
Female Seminary before returning to her
family's house in Amherst. Considered an
eccentric by locals, she developed a noted
penchant for white clothing and became known
for her reluctance to greet guests or, later in life,
to even leave her bedroom. Dickinson never
married, and most friendships between her and
others depended entirely upon correspondence.
Dickinson was a recluse for the later years of
her life.
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And all those hills
You left for me to hue;
There was no purple suitable,
You took it all with you.
Who knocks? That April!
Lock the door!
I will not be pursued!
He stayed away a year, to call
When I am occupied.
But trifles look so trivial
As soon as you have come,
That blame is just as dear as praise
And praise as mere as blame.
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Happy Birthday Blanca!

2nd

Happy Birthday Mary Kay! 6th
Happy Birthday Lisa!

23rd

Happy Birthday Rev. Ted!

23rd

Annual Winter Members Meeting Update
On Sunday the 26th of February, the Boston Society of the New Jerusalem held a well-attended winter
member’s meeting. The most significant highlight of the meeting was the election of Pat Blakeney to
serve as secretary of the society for the open unexpired term (ending in June). Normally, BSNJ elects a
Director to the BostonView Board of Directors. (BostonView Corporation is the owner of the building
and BSNJ is its only shareholder). As we, as a community address issues of organizational transparency,
it was thought best that the vote for a new Director should be postponed until the June meeting. This
action will allow the Church Board of Governors and the BostonView Board of Directors time to create
a clear process for the nomination and qualification of candidates that the church can elect. Along with
that, issues of remuneration and communication will also be addressed. The final thing of note (other
than committee reports) is a reminder that members should contact the proper committees before
contacting the Board of Governors. If a person is not clear on what issues should go to which
committees, they should contact the pastors who will assist them in making sure the issue or request is
given to the proper committee. Our committee structure is about good decision-making and getting
congregational involvement. You will see more from our committees in future newsletters and meetings.
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Join us for a Night of Celebrating and
Supporting Talented Musicians

Max Reger Foundation
Gala
Saturday
March 25, 2017
6:00 PM
Concert
Appetizers
Beer and Wine
Dinner
Dancing
Silent Auction
Tickets: $75 per person
To purchase tickets
Make checks payable to Max Reger Foundation of America
and mail to
Church on The Hill Reger Gala
140 Bowdoin Street ~ Beacon Hill
Boston, MA 02108
Or online at
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2710454
(617) 523-4575
www.churchonthehillboston.org
The Max Reger Gala is Sponsored in Part by Church On The Hill
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The Senior Blog has now been created.
This is a new column targeted to the needs and desires and interests of
our seniors here at Church on the Hill.
The group will be forming to find simple but efficient ways to provide
needed resources, create social events, and meet expectations of a
group that might not be assisted elsewhere. There will be a meeting for prospective members after Easter
so those who might benefit from such a group are asked to think about their needs and how such a group
might help them or persons like them.
Please leave your name and contact info in the office so that you may be advised of meetings, schedules,
etc.
At this time one suggestion that has been met with resounding support is the formation of a “Wellness
Chain”. A What… ???? This is a very simple, uncomplicated method to ensure the wellness status of
each member. This will be a very simple, less than 5 minute operation that involves making only one call
to one person daily at a mutually convenient time. This provides a sense of security to the member being
called and can reassure distant family and friends that our member is not completely alone. This chain
operation is being created by one of our seniors using computer skills and software learned in our Senior
Computer Class! (She’s turning into a computer geek)
Stay tuned for more topics and activities in future issues. Believe me we have lots more to share.
Pat Blakeney
Senior Outreach Coordinator

Isabella Ann Pham in June 2015 and February 2017
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From the Minister of Music, Mr. Carlton Doctor
Dear Church Members,
For the past six
months your fellow
church members have
been working very hard to
ensure that we have a
successful Max Reger
Gala on March 25, 2017.
On that evening many
members of our church
community and the Boston
community will come to Church On The Hill to
celebrate and honor the amazing Sharon Daniels’
contributions to the world of music and music
education. I say “amazing” and “the world” because
Sharon, through her performances and those of her
students, has reached audiences nationally and
internationally.
Ms. Daniels was born in Phoenix, Arizona, and
studied voice and opera at Chapman University, the
Goldovsky Institute and San Francisco Merola
Programs. She was awarded grants from Martha Baird
Rockefeller, National Institute of Music Theater,
National Opera Institute and Sullivan Foundations for
studies in movement, acting, languages, and coaching
for the operatic stage.
Ms. Daniels made her professional AGMA
debut as a Flower Maiden in Parsifal with the San
Francisco Opera, where she also sang with its
subsidiaries, Western Opera Theater and Spring Opera.
A move to New York brought the title role of La Belle
Helene with New York City Opera, where the New
York Times hailed her as “a heavenly Helen, worthy of
the legend”. In the same company she also sang the
title roles in Carlisle Floyd’s Susannah (opposite Sam
Ramey as Blitch) and 3 productions of Lehar’s The
Merry Widow, along with many Micaelas in Carmen,
Musettas in La Bohème, Concepcion in L’heure
Español, and Rose Maurrant in Street Scene, among
others.
10

Renowned
as a singing
actress, Ms.
Daniels
starred in the
role of
Rosabella
opposite
bass Georgio
Tozzi in the
Broadway revival and the PBS Great Performances
telecast of The Most Happy Fella. She toured with
the premiere world tour of Peter Sellars-Alice
Goodman-John Adam’s Nixon in China as the cover
for Pat Nixon, a role she performed in a “save-rave”
closing night performance at the Next Wave Festival
in New York. In other American companies
(Houston Grand Opera, Minnesota Opera, Opera
Fort Worth, Opera Sacramento, Detroit Opera, Opera
Theatre of St. Louis, Kansas City Lyric Opera, etc)
she sang such roles as the title roles in Manon, The
Ballad of Baby Doe, Susannah, The Merry Widow
and Hiram Titus’ Rosina (premiere); Susanna and the
Countess in Le Nozze di Figaro, Violetta in La
Traviata, Adina in L’elisir d’amore, Despina in Cosi
fan tutti, Marguerite in Faust, Birdie in Regina, Yum
Yum in The Mikado, Mabel in The Pirates of
Penzance, Josephine in HMS Pinafore, Curly’s Wife
in Of Mice and Men, Marie in The Daughter of the
Regiment, Pauline L’Allemande in Susa’s Black
River, Irena in Wargo’s Seduction of a Lady
(Premiere NIMT workshop with the composer),
Gretel in Hansel and Gretel, and Adele in Die
Fledermaus. Venues included The Kennedy Center,
The State Theater at Lincoln Center, The Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles, and The Majestic
Theater on Broadway, to name a few.
(continued on page 11)
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The Blackstone Apartments recently
celebrated Valentine’s Day and a
Remembrance in honor of Danielle
Stanwood’s birthday (February 15th).
Norman Herr remembered his dear friend
with this poem.

(continued from page 10)
She performed as recitalist and concert and
pops soloist with such orchestras as San Francisco
Symphony, Oakland Symphony, Richmond
Symphony, Waterloo Symphony, the Kansas City
Philharmonic, and the Banff Festival Orchestra.
Ms. Daniels’ voice studio has produced
principal artists in many professional venues and
festivals locally, nationally and internationally, and
has seen finalists and winners of major competitions
such as the Metropolitan Opera Regional and
National Finals, NATSSA, The International Caruso
Competition, The Liederkranz Competition, Young
Concert Artist’s Guild Competition, The Joy of
Singing Competition and The Jenny Lind
Competition. Her current and former students of
opera and voice are performing in a virtual world
wide net in Festivals and major musical venues. They
are also teachers in universities and colleges.

Quiet friendship was like a
good, long conversation,
sometimes funny,
sometimes dramatic,
but always supportive and
satisfying.
Now here’s the part
of the conversation,
where I stop and say,
“Don’t know what I’d do
without you in my life,
staying alive,
is always in my mind,
for music, art, and nature, was you.”

Please plan on joining us on Saturday, March
25, 2017 at 6:00 PM for the Max Reger Gala where
we will honor the wonderful and highly accomplished
Sharon Daniels. Information about the Gala is on the
Church’s website: www.churchonthehillboston.org.

- Norman

Respectfully,
Carlton Doctor
Minister of Music

Spring Nurturing
Isaiah 35:1
The Wilderness and dry land shall be glad; the
desert shall rejoice and blossom like the
crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice
with joy and singing.
Zechariah 10:1
Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is
the LORD who sends the thunderstorms. He
gives showers of rain to all people, and plants
of the field to everyone.
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Irish Beef Stew
2 pounds lean beef stew meat, cut into
1-inch cubes
3 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided

• Toss the beef cubes with 1
tablespoon of vegetable oil. In a
separate bowl, stir together the
flour, salt, pepper, and cayenne
pepper. Dredge the beef in this to
coat.

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 pinch salt and ground black pepper
to taste

• Heat the remaining oil in a deep
skillet or Dutch oven over mediumhigh heat. Add the beef, and brown
on all sides. Add the onions, and
garlic. Stir the tomato paste into a
small amount of water to dilute;
pour into the pan and stir to blend.
Reduce the heat to medium, cover,
and cook for 5 minutes.

1 pinch cayenne pepper
2 large onions, chopped
1 clove garlic, crushed
2 tablespoons tomato paste
1 1/2 cups Irish stout beer (such as
Guinness®)

• Pour 1/2 cup of the beer into the
pan, and as it begins to boil, scrape
any bits of food from the bottom of
the pan with a wooden spoon. This
adds a lot of flavor to the broth.
Pour in the rest of the beer, and add
the carrots and thyme. Cover,
reduce heat to low, and simmer for
2 to 3 hours, stirring occasionally.
Taste and adjust seasoning before
serving.

2 cups chopped carrot
1 sprig fresh thyme
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
for garnish
Pipe on you favorite mashed potatoes
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Simple Acts of Kindness...
Two members of
the church were
having a discussion
this last Sunday
about the
importance of not
bringing work
issues or burdens
of the moment
home at the end of the day. Your home is
your sanctuary, your place of respite and =me
to recharge your ba>eries and enjoy =me with
your family. The following story “The Trouble
Tree” author unknown, is an exemplary tribute
to that.

ALerward he walked me to the car. We
passed the tree and my curiosity got the
be>er of me. I asked him about what I had
seen him do earlier.
"Oh, that's my trouble tree," he replied." I
know I can’t help having troubles on the
job, but one thing's for sure, troubles don't
belong in the house with my wife and the
children. So I just hang them on the tree
every night when I come home. Then in the
morning I pick them up again."
He paused. "Funny thing is," he smiled,
"when I come out in the morning to pick
'em up, there ain't nearly as many as I
remember hanging up the night before."

THE TROUBLE TREE
Author unknown

The carpenter I hired to help me restore an old
farmhouse had just ﬁnished a rough ﬁrst day
on the job. A ﬂat =re made him lose an hour of
work, his electric saw quit, and now his ancient
pickup truck refused to start. While I drove him
home, he sat in stony silence.
On arriving, he invited me in to meet his
family. As we walked toward the front door, he
paused brieﬂy at a small tree, touching the =ps
of the branches with both hands. When
opening the door he underwent an amazing
transforma=on. His tanned face was wreathed
in smiles and he hugged his two small children
and gave his wife a kiss.

“It is a queer thing, but imaginary troubles
are harder to bear than actual ones. “
-Dorothy Dix
“I am an old man and have known a great
many troubles, but most of them never
happened.”
- Mark Twain
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day
of trouble; he will conceal me under the
cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a
rock.
Psalm 27:5

13

NEWSLETTER OF THE BOSTON CHURCH OF THE NEW JERUSALEM

Church Calendar Events 2017
All are welcome. Come as you are.

March 2017
Wednesday Mar 1

Ash Wednesday

Sunday Mar 5

11:00 AM

Worship with Communion Rev. Kevin

Wednesday Mar 8

7:00 PM

Bible Study with Rev. Colin

Sunday Mar 12

11:00 AM
12:30 PM

Worship with Rev. Colin
Board of Governors

Wednesday Mar 15

12:00 PM
7:00 PM

Senior Lunch “Irish Beef Stew”
Bible Study with Rev. Colin

Friday Mar 17

----

St. Patricks Day

Sunday Mar 19

10:00 AM

Class “Temptation and Freedom” with Rev. Kevin
Sunday Worship with Rev. Colin

Wednesday Mar 22

7:00 PM

Bible Study with Rev. Colin

Saturday Mar 25

6:00 PM

Max Reger Gal

Sunday Mar 26

11:00 AM

Worship with Rev. Kevin

Note: Ongoing Events

April 2017
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields and,
Until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Every Monday &
Thursday the Oasis
Women’s Group Meets
9:00 AM
Every Monday Night is
the Oasis Monday
Night Dinner. 5:30 PM
Every Wednesday is
Computer Class
Every Friday is Friday
Flix. 1:30 PM
Every Tuesday the
BSNJ Children’s Choir
3:45 - 4:45 PM
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Church Calendar Events 2017
All are welcome. Come as you are.

April 2017
Sunday Apr 2

11:00 AM Worship with Rev. Kevin

Wednesday Apr 5
Sunday Apr 9

7:00 PM Bible Study with Rev. Colin
11:00 AM Worship Palm Sunday with Rev. Colin
12:00 PM Board of Governors Meeting

Thursday April 13
Friday Apr 14

6:00 PM Agape Dinner Maundy Thursday
12:00 PM Prayer Good Friday

Saturday Apr 15
Sunday Apr 16

6:00 PM All Night Easter Vigil
6:01 AM Easter Sunrise Service with Rev. Colin
11:00 PM Easter Worship with Rev. Kevin

Monday Apr 17

----

Wednesday Apr 19

Patriots Day, Marathon Monday

12:00 PM Senior Lunch
6:00 PM “The Richard Berman Variety Show”

Sunday Apr 22

Earth Day

More Spring Nurturing
James 5:7
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring
rains.

Race on the river

Japanese festival

April 30, 2017

April 30, 2017

Run of the Charles offers a variety
of canoe, kayak, and paddleboard
races for all skill levels and a finishline festival with food, music,
prizes, and displays at Artesani
Playground.

Japan Festival Boston has Japanese
drumming, folk music, arts &
crafts, dancing, speakers,
exhibitors, and food vendors at
Boston Common (Charles St. &
Beacon St.). Free.
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Church on The Hill (Swedenborgian)
The Boston Society of the New Jerusalem, Inc.
140 Bowdoin Street, Beacon Hill
Boston, MA 02108-2799
Check Out The New Website at
www.churchonthehillboston.org
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Lydia Maria Child (1802-1880)
Member of the Church
Writer, Author, Abolitionist,
Civil Rights Advocate
Writer of “Over the River”

“It is my mission to help in the breaking down of classes, and to make
all men feel as if they were brethren of the same family, sharing the
same rights, the same capabilities, and the same responsibilities. While
my hand can hold a pen, I will use it to this end; and while my brain can
earn a dollar, I will devote it to this end.” Lydia Maria Child

